
Honors College Class of 2016 
Select Student Profiles 

 

Polina Aleshina (anthropology and international studies) will enroll in the Georgia 
Institute for Technology’s Master’s of Science in International Affairs with a focus on 
migration and refugee work. Polina was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society 
and the International Scholars Program, graduating in just three years with two majors 
and a minor in political science. She completed internships at UNU-MERIT Maastricht 
Graduate School of Governance in the Netherlands and with World Class Scholars.  

 

Abigail Asper (psychology) plans to pursue a master’s in social work with a focus on 
policy and clinical populations. She will use that as she works in childcare either as a 
social worker or in the non-profit sector. Abigail was a member of the William Aiken 
Fellows Society and Swanson Scholars. She presented her research at national and 
regional professional conferences and served as a peer facilitator through the Center for 
Excellence in Peer Education. She also served as a phone counselor at Trident United 
Way’s 211 Hotline, studied in the British Virgin Islands and interned in Bremen, 
Germany, doing research on cognitive EEG data. 

 

Alice Blake (psychology) will begin working toward her Master’s of Social Work 
program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. While at the College, Alice 
received a Major Academic Year Support grant from the Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Creative Activities to support her research on prospective memory with 
psychology faculty member Dr. Cindi May. She also volunteered with the Lowcountry 
Autism Consortium and Ansonborough House and interned with the Dee Norton 
Lowcountry Children’s Center. 

 

Parks Barroso (accounting) plans to work in the D.C. area in the environmental non-
profit field. Parks was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and Swanson 
Scholars. He studied abroad in Viña del Mar, Chile, interned at local project 
management company GreenBy3 and interned and worked at a law firm doing 
commercial and wireless telecommunications development. His long-term goal is to 
attend law school and work with an environmental law practice focused on regulatory 
structures and conservation. 

 

Canyon Barry (physics) plans to start a master’s degree in nuclear or mechanical 
engineering and continue his collegiate basketball career. As a member of the College 
of Charleston men’s basketball team, Canyon was a First Team Division I Academic All-
American and was selected for four seasons of the Colonial Athletic All-Academic 



Team, the Colonial Athletic Association All-Freshman Team and the Southern 
Conference Commissioner’s honor roll. He was also a member of Sigma Pi Sigma, a 
co-leader of Fellowship of Christian Athletes and the director of Basketball Relations for 
the non-profit Charleston Hope. 

 

Derek Berry (international studies and political science) will continue publishing novels 
and poems and plans to work for non-profit art organizations. After graduation, Derek 
has a book tour planned from May- November for his recently published fictional novel 
“Heathens and Liars of Lickskillet County.” As a student, he organized local poetry 
shows and slams and studied abroad in Tübingen, Germany and Havana, Cuba.  

 

Ashlan Bishop (art history) plans to pursue a Master’s of Education at the University of 
Florida. She was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and Swanson 
Scholars. Ashlan was active in the Bonner Leader Program and led Alternative Break 
service trips to Cuba, D.C. and the Dominican Republic. She interned with MEDLIFE in 
Peru and Ecuador and with MUSC Coastal Connections, the Halsey Gallery and Risk 
Metrics in Charleston. She worked with the Women’s Health Research Team as a 
communications specialist and was the recipient of an MUSC-DART Fellowship. 

 

Katie Booth (international studies and public health) plans to work in global health, 
focusing on maternal and child health. Eventually, Katie plans to pursue a master’s 
degree then a doctorate to continue research in public and global health. Katie studied 
abroad in Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Chile. She presented her research at regional 
and national professional conferences and received a Public Health Scientific Writing 
award. Katie was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and International 
Scholars Program. She was also a site leader coordinator in Honduras during 
Alternative Break Honduras and a camp counselor at Camp Happy Days. She worked 
in patient care at MUSC’s Coastal Connections program and interned with Project 
Okurase. 

 

Schylar Brock (economics) plans to perform international organization work, analyzing 
data and metrics from various economic development projects. She would like to 
specialize in alternative and non-traditional pilot programs geared toward immigrants 
and women. While at the College, Schylar was a member of the William Aiken Fellows 
Society and Swanson Scholars. She completed internships UNU-MERIT Maastricht 
Graduate School of Governance in the Netherlands, at a non-profit organization in 
Romania and with Ignition Inc., an experiential marketing firm in Atlanta. Schylar also 
worked as a researcher for the Department of Economics and as a peer facilitator for 
“Beyond George Street” and English and development economics courses. Schylar was 
named a Market Process Scholar in the School of Business. 

 



Aubrey Butcher (biology) is starting a doctorate program in biomedical sciences at 
MUSC this fall. She hopes to study immunotherapy and continue in academia as a 
career. Aubrey participated in the MUSC Summer Undergraduate Research Program, 
worked at the MUSC Microbiology and Immunology lab and performed weekly service 
at the Will College Ministries.  

 

Olivia Cohen (international studies and political science) is seeking a career that allows 
her to exercise creativity, work actively in a community and spend time outside. In June 
she will find out the results of her applications to Food Corps and AmeriCorps. Olivia 
was awarded the Alexander Chambliss Connelley Award, a Student Leadership Award, 
and first place for best undergraduate paper at the William V. Moore Student Research 
Conference. Olivia was editor-in-chief of CisternYard News, for which she won several 
state awards, including Best Column, Best Political Coverage, Best Feature Story, Best 
Series of Articles and Best Website. She also worked as the Urban Garden 
Apprenticeship coordinator for the College’s Office of Sustainability. 

 

Patricia Cooney (biology) was awarded a Fulbright grant to fund research at the Max 
Planck Institution for Neurobiology in Munich, Germany. Patricia applied to and was 
accepted at neuroscience and neurobiology doctorate programs at Columbia University 
and UCLA. She is the recipient of the Bishop Robert Smith Award, the highest 
academic honor awarded to graduating seniors. Her long-term goals include earning a 
doctorate in neuroscience after her Fulbright and later becoming a researcher and 
professor of neurobiology and behavior at an undergraduate institution. Patricia 
participated and presented at local, regional and international research conferences and 
was awarded a Howard Hughes Medical Institute Grant, Summer Undergraduate 
Research Funding grant, a Goldwater Scholarship and a SYNAPSE Travel Award. 
Patricia was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and Swanson Scholars. 
She volunteered her time with the MUSC Children’s Hospital and the Green Heart 
Project.  

 

Tess Dooley (biology) plans attend graduate or professional school to study 
sustainability or go directly into workforce. Tess was a member of the William Aiken 
Fellows Society and a Colonial Scholar. She was a recipient of the Horatio Hughes 
Memorial Scholarship from the Department of Mathematics and participated in the 
highly competitive Blinks-NSF REU-BEACON Internship Program, where she	
investigated effects of ocean acidification in Friday Harbor in Washington state. Tess 
studied abroad in Xiamen, China and Trujillo, Spain and interned with the College’s 
Office of Sustainability and the Sustainability Institute.   

 

Madeline Edwards (international studies and political science) aspires to start a 
journalism career in the Middle East and receive a master’s degree in journalism or 



Middle East Studies. Madeline was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and 
the International Scholars Program. She received a State Department Critical Language 
Scholarship to study Arabic in Amman, Jordan in the summer of 2013. She then 
returned to Amman for the 2014-2015 academic year and following summer, working at 
an English-language news website. Her work included writing and editing news stories 
and original reporting including interviews with Iraqi-Christians, members of 
underground music scene and archaeology experts.  

 

Ellie Flock (public health) will attend King’s College London as a Rotary Global Scholar 
to complete a Master’s of Science in Global Health with a specialization in Conflict and 
Security. She hopes this will lead to a position with an international health organization. 
Eventually, Ellie would like to become a college professor. Ellie was a member of the 
William Aiken Fellows Society, Swanson Scholars and the Women’s Health Research 
Team. Ellie had meaningful impact on the Charleston community as the inaugural 
president of Rotaract Club and the Honors Engaged co-coordinator. She also interned 
with the American Red Cross for the summer of 2015 in response to the Emmanuel 
AME shooting and with the Center for American Progress in South Carolina at the 
Enough Project.  

 

Olivia Ghiz (international studies and Spanish) plans to pursue English teaching 
opportunities in South American for 1-2 years to enhance her Spanish. Olivia was a 
member of the William Aiken Fellows Society, Swanson Scholars and the International 
Scholars Program. She hopes to obtain a graduate degree in Spanish or migration 
studies with a goal of doing bilingual education or interpretation and advocacy for the 
United States Hispanic community. Olivia has volunteered as an ESL teacher for 
Hispanic mothers and led an Alternative Break program in Honduras, during which the 
students worked with a nongovernmental organization. 

 

Cari Howle (anthropology and archaeology) will be a trainee supervisor at the Achill 
Archaeological Field School in Ireland this summer. In the fall, she will begin the 
Archaeological Excavation Taught Master’s Program at University College Cork in 
Ireland. After earning her master’s degree, Cari hopes to work in the cultural research 
management sector and then pursue a doctorate in anthropology domestically, with a 
focus on a career in academic archaeological research. 

 

Chris Jackson (political science) hopes to become an editor and eventually get 
involved with foreign policy analysis. Chris was a member of the William Aiken Fellows 
Society, Swanson Scholars, International Scholars Program and Pi Sigma Alpha. He 
studied abroad in Cuba, Glasgow, Scotland and Osaka, Japan. He was awarded a 
fellowship with Fulbright U.S.-U.K. Summer Institute. His on-campus involvement 
includes being a REACH Spanish tutor, a peer foreign language instructor and a writer 



for CisternYard news. 

 

Malcolm Kates (international studies and biology) plans to attend medical school then 
pursue a career with the World Health Organization. Malcolm has received a fellowship 
with the National Institute of Health Postbaccalaureate Intramural Research Training 
Award program. He was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society, Swanson 
Scholars and International Scholars Program. Malcolm was also an MUSC DART 
fellow, MUSC student researcher, Honors College intern and a CharityProud lead 
generation specialist. He studied abroad in Cuba and in Spain twice, and was a 
member of Phi Eta Sigma, Alpha Epsilon Delta, Sigma Iota Rho, Sigma Delta Pi, 
Charleston 40 and the College’s club tennis team. 

 

Eden Katz (international studies) plans to work with an international organization or 
non-profit that provides education in conflict zones. Eden has been awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship award. She was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society, the 
International Scholars Program and the Women’s Health Research Team. She studied 
abroad in Cuba, Okurase, Ghana and Dakar, Senegal, where she volunteered with 
Colombin: Maison des Personnes Handicappées.  

 

Steve Lander (biology) will attend the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine to 
pursue an Allopathic Medicine Degree. Steve served as a Pre-Health peer mentor and 
was a member of Alpha Epsilon Delta Pre-Health Honors Society, Phi Kappa Phi, and 
Charleston 40, and was a Founding Father of Beta Theta Pi. Steve was also president 
of the College of Charleston chapter of Global Brigades International and a Cougar 
Excursion group facilitator for four years. He participated in Alternative Spring Break 
volunteer trips to Mississippi and New Jersey and performed medical mission trips to 
Managua, Nicaragua, Esmeraldas, Ecuador, Central Honduras, Lima, Peru and 
Panama. 

 

Kaitlyn Manley (mathematics) plans to obtain a master’s in mathematics at the College 
of Charleston and then teach high school or community college calculus. Kaitlyn was a 
recipient of the Susan Prazak Endowed Award for Future Teachers, Women in Defense 
Award for Female STEM Students, the Harrison Randolph Calculus Award, the Alumni 
Award, the John Lewis Gervais Jr. Award and the Ewa Wojcicka Mathematics Award. 
She served as vice president of French Club, an executive officer and volunteer 
coordinator of Honors Student Association, a board member of the SGA election 
commission and treasurer of Gay-Straight Alliance. Kaitlyn was part of a team writing a 
calculus workbook series called “Demonstrating Calculus,” which she incorporated into 
her Honors College bachelor’s essay. 

 



Josh Mifflin (biology) will attend MUSC in the fall of 2017 for a combined M.D./Ph.D. 
program. During his gap year, he will work at Vibra Hospital and continue his research. 
As an undergraduate, Josh worked at the Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center 
Emergency Room, served on the Dance Marathon Executive Board and presented 
research at MUSC, receiving first prize for his work.  

 

Lockett Nelson (biology) will attend the Auburn University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. She was vice president of the Pre-Vet Society and helped organize 
carpooling at the Pet Helpers animal shelter in Charleston. Lockett was also a member 
of Delta Delta Delta Women’s Fraternity and studied coral reef biology in the British 
Virgin Islands. 

 

Claire Newman (physical education) will attend the University of Virginia, where she will 
pursue a Master’s of Education in Exercise Physiology. She plans to work with or start a 
non-profit organization that allows inner-city kids to excel in academics and athletics. 
Claire was a member of the women’s soccer team and was awarded the J. Stewart 
Walker Cup for Most Outstanding Athlete. She also received the Health, Education and 
Human Performance academic award, the women’s soccer C.H.A.M.P Award, the Dr. 
Andrew H. Lewis Scholarship and the F. Mitchell Johnson Scholarship. Claire served as 
president of the Student Athlete Advisory Committee for three years and was the 
founder and leader of Athletes in Action. She also participated in Charleston Hope’s 
adopt-a-classroom mission trips to Africa, Puerto Rico and Belize and traveled to 
Swaziland for the Heart for Africa mission trip. 

 

Kate O’Dell (physics) will attend graduate school at Colorado State University to pursue 
a doctorate in atmospheric science. Afterward, she plans to work as a research scientist 
studying air pollution for an agency such as NASA or NOAA. Kate served as an intern at 
the College’s Office of Sustainability and as a tutor for math and physics in the Center 
for Student Learning. She also took mission trips to India, where she worked in 
orphanages. She has been awarded an Outstanding Research Award in Physics and 
the Horatio Hughes Scholarship. This summer, Kate will present her research at an 
international conference in Manchester, U.K. 

 

Joseph Quisol (international studies and political science) will work in political 
advocacy with the Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) and then 
plans to attend graduate school for a master’s degree in public affairs or public policy. 
Joseph aspires to have a career that involves advocating for social justice issues. He 
was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society and International Scholars 
Program. Joseph is a recipient of a Humanity in Action Fellowship from PIRG Campus 
Action, a John Lewis Fellowship and a Gates Millennium Scholarship. He has also 



served as the music director of Journey Church, initiated a college access outreach 
program for Latino youth in the Charleston area, interned at Enough Pie and studied 
abroad in Cuba and Groningen, Netherlands. 

 

Matthew Ross (history) will attend the University of Birmingham, U.K. as a Fulbright 
Partnership Award Recipient to earn a Master’s of Arts in Medieval Studies. Afterward, 
he plans to pursue a doctorate program then eventually work as a university professor. 
Matthew was a member of multiple club and intramural sports teams at the College and 
studied abroad in Lille, France. 

 

Danielle Schwartz (biology) plans to work as a research specialist under both Dr. 
Kalivas and Dr. McClure at MUSC. Then, she hopes to eventually to pursue a combined 
M.D./Ph.D. program in medical school. Danielle participated in summer undergraduate 
research programs at MUSC and the Icahn School of Medicine in New York. She also 
worked as a research assistant in the Addiction Science Division and as a research 
specialist at MUSC and worked as a laboratory technician at the Icahn School of 
Medicine. At the College, Danielle served as vice president then president of the 
Neuroscience Club, sponsorship chair of Dance Marathon and the College’s 
representative on the Neuropalooza planning committee. She held memberships in 
Alpha Chi Sigma Professional Chemistry Fraternity and AED Pre-Health Society. 
Danielle was the winner of the National Wells Fargo Campus Analytics Challenge and 
the Service and Leadership Award in Neuroscience. Additionally, she participated in an 
exchange program at Belfast, Northern Ireland. 

 

Raychel Simpson (biology) will attend USC Greenville’s School of Medicine to pursue 
an M.D. She will participate in the Health Professions Scholarship Program and serve 
as a physician in the U.S. Air Force. Raychel was president of Alpha Epsilon Delta, an 
executive member of Alpha Chi Sigma and the director of the College of Charleston 
EMS. She also studied abroad in Lima, Peru and the British Virgin Islands.  

 

Ryan Spraker (political science) will enroll in the George Washington University Law 
School in D.C. to pursue a Juris Doctor degree and eventually become a lawyer. Ryan 
was active in the Student Government Association at the College, serving as a 
freshman senator, president pro-tempore and the student body secretary and president. 
Ryan also interned at the Solicitor’s Office for the Ninth Judicial Circuit of South 
Carolina under Scarlett Wilson. He was a member of Pi Sigma Alpha National Political 
Science Honors Society, Charleston 40 and the Jewish Student Union.  

 

Becca Starkes (communication) plans to pursue editorial positions at magazines and 
digital publications that focus on food, art and culture. Eventually, she would like to 



pursue a master’s degree in communications or journalism. Becca was a member of the 
Student Alumni Association and a Career Center assistant for three years. She 
completed marketing internships with Dining Services and Obviouslee, an orientation 
internship with New Student Programs and a writing internship at The College Today.   

 

Rachel Taylor (international studies and political science) is a recipient of a Fulbright 
English Teaching Assistantship in Mexico. Following her year in Mexico, she plans to go 
to law school and focus on international human rights law and work with a non-profit 
organization abroad, focusing on weak human rights legislation. She would also like to 
work with the United Nations. At the College, Rachel was a member of Pi Sigma Alpha, 
Sigma Iota Rho, Sigma Delta Pi Alternative break Leadership board, and the Honor 
Board. She also studied abroad in Argentina and interned with the Elizabeth Colbert 
Busch Congressional Campaign, volunteered as a Spanish conversation teacher for the 
Outreach360 Dare to Dream Program, served as the coordinator for a Department of 
Hispanic Studies Alternative Break trip and presented her academic research at 
regional and national conferences.  

 

Travis Varner (biochemistry) will attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
to pursue a doctorate in chemistry. Travis was the Master Magician of the Alpha Chi 
Sigma chemistry fraternity, organizing STEM outreach opportunities. He began a STEM 
tutoring program at high schools in North Carolina and was also a member of the 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars. Travis took medical mission trips to Honduras 
and Panama and has presented his research at regional conferences. 

 

John Zeringue (computer science) has accepted a position at Two Sigma Investments, 
a New York hedge fund, and ultimately plans to pursue a doctorate in computer 
science. John was a member of the William Aiken Fellows Society, Swanson Scholars, 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon and the Association for Computing Machinery. He also interned with 
Network Globally Act Locally, an international entrepreneurship program, and 
completed a software engineering internship at Tower Research Capital in New York 
City.  

 


