
 

tell you it’s hot and oppressively humid. Ask 
Linda McClenaghan and Jared Smith, however, 
and they’ll tell you it’s commanding, intriguing 
and surprisingly erratic. 
 “When you’re really paying attention to the 
weather, you get a whole different perspective,” 
says McClenaghan, perched on the roof of 
her Isle of Palms home, where her personal 
weather station measures the temperature, wind, 
humidity, barometric pressure, rain and other 
data – all of which is automatically uploaded and 
broadcast online. “You can get really into it.”
 Just ask Smith, who operated downtown’s first 
weather station for two years before his recent 
move, and who continues to blog about the 
weather and broadcasted weather updates online.
 “Weather became a big part of my life when I 
installed the station,” says the webmaster in IT, 
although he admits that it’s always interested 
him. “It started with the Weather Channel when 
I was 5.”
 And it didn’t stop there. At age 6, Smith 
won a costume contest when he entered as a 
cumulonimbus cloud. And then, in elementary 
school, he reported the weather in his school’s 
weekly student-run television news show. “I was 
so into it,” he smiles. 
 And, to be fair, he still is.
 “Weather’s raw power just blows me away – it 
can ruin or make a person’s day,” says Smith. 
“And I like how it can still be unpredictable, 
despite all we do to try to figure it out.”
 It’s that unpredictability that both Smith and 
McClenaghan attempt to diminish by monitoring 
and broadcasting the weather from their homes. 

 “I always check it right before I leave work 
so I know what I’m coming home to. You never 
know what the weather’s going to be doing out 
here,” says McClenaghan, who installed her first 
personal weather station about 12 years ago and 
has since become known among her neighbors as 
the Weather Witch. “My weather station is just 
kind of part of my life now.”
 It’s also part of the lives of others.
 “My station is the only one on the islands,” 
says the training specialist in HR, “so this is 
really the only way people can find out exactly 
what’s going on out here whenever they want.”
 And that, says Smith, is what it’s all about. 
 “The coolest part is that we’re providing a 
service,” he says, noting that his weather blog and 

weather broadcasts have gained the attention not 
only of loyal weather nuts and the media,  
but also of regular people who are just looking 
for information. 
 “That’s the great thing about the weather – 
it’s the one thing we all have in common, the one 
thread that ties us all together,” says Smith. “We 
all talk about the weather … I just talk about it in 
more detail.”
 That’s because, for Smith and McClenaghan 
both, the weather is anything but small talk. 

Over the summer, Jared Smith and Jim Neff in 
the astronomy and physics department configured 
the weather station at the College’s observatory 
to report data to Weather Underground. Visit 
wunderground.com and enter the 29424 zip code.

 

Charleston Place. With around 4,750 visitors 
over the course of each summer, the College’s 
residence halls and historic houses together make 
up one of the best-run lodges in town. And, 
behind the scenes of it all, John Campbell might 
just be Charleston’s busiest innkeeper.
 “Summers are high intensity around here,” says 
the dean of residence life and housing, noting that 
165 conference and camp groups stayed at the 
College between May 12 and August 1 this year. 
“We’re filling rooms on a larger scale, cleaning 
the rooms around the conference schedule, trying 
to do repairs and maintenance for the fall. It’s a 
lot at one time – it gets pretty hectic.”
 It requires the entire staff to jump into action – 
coordinating room assignments and group 
amenities (linens, meals/catering, fitness facilities, 
camp store/storage, telephones and meeting space), 
operating the check-in desk and carrying out the 
housekeeping and maintenance. And Campbell’s 
job? To make sure it all goes smoothly.
 “I try to stay on top of it all,” says Campbell, 
who spends much of his time checking in with 
the conference staff, giving the go-ahead on 
various projects and expenditures and resolving 
any issue that arises with facilities, room 
assignments or guests. “I’m never sad to see the 
end of summer. I don’t think any of us are.”
 Not that his job gets a whole lot easier in the 
fall, when 3,400 students move onto campus – 

many with roommate issues or homesickness. 
Still, things do become a little more predictable.
 “At the beginning of the school year, we’re 
mostly trying to accommodate the students – 
helping ease their transition as much as possible,” 
says Campbell. “It’s our job to provide an 
environment that supports the success of our 
students and helps them feel comfortable and 
connected to the College.”
 Living on campus plays a big role in that 
connection. And, according to departmental 
studies, students who stay on campus for their 
entire freshman year maintain higher grade point 
averages and are 10–15 percent more likely to 
graduate than those who commute.
 “There are so many advantages to living on 
campus,” says Campbell, who began his career 
as a hall director in graduate school, eventually 
launching his professional career in higher-
education housing in 1979. After serving in the 

residence life departments at several large 
universities, and most recently leading those at 
Old Dominion University and the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro, he ended up at the 
College in 2005. 
 “This is a friendly place,” he says. “The students 
are very engaged, and I think that’s a testament to 
the supportiveness of the faculty and staff. Plus, 
the campus’ location in the middle of the city 
gives students a lot of opportunities to get 
involved. Location is one thing that’s so unique 
about the College.” 
 Still, some things never change.
 “It’s amazing to me that – as long as I’ve been 
doing this – nothing fundamentally changes except 
the faces,” says Campbell. “Students leave and new 
ones arrive. And what they all really want of us is 
a safe, supportive and comfortable place to stay as 
they figure out where they’ll go next.”
 Spoken like a true hotelier. 

 

been poured and the roof trusses will 

start being set at the end of August.

pavers outside of the Addlestone Library 

have been replaced and the third-floor 

concrete slab has been poured. Half of 

the structural steel will be erected by 

the end of this month, and all underground work will be 

completed by the first week in September.

an entertainment area, which should be completed by the 

end of September/beginning of October.

 At the Carolina First Center/John Kresse Arena, all 

overhead inspections were completed during the summer, 

and arena seating installation began. Wood flooring will 

begin to be installed at the end of September.

 
wheel, plodding away among the scraps of 
clay littering his studio floor, John Davis is 
completely in his element.
 “I like the elasticity of clay. You can do 
virtually anything with it – that’s why it’s 
so prevalent throughout history,” says the 
campus arborist, who is also a painter with 
works hanging in the second-, third- and 
fourth-floor lounges of the Stern Student 
Center. “Plus, there’s an endless supply of it 
in most places, since, when you think about 
it, you’re transforming dirt into art.”
 It should come as no surprise that Davis – 
who has been creating art out of dirt in the 
gardens and flower beds across campus since 
he came to the College right after Hurricane 
Hugo – doesn’t mind getting his hands dirty 
for the sake of aesthetics. Still, for Davis, it’s 
not just about beauty.
 “Clay is man’s first high-tech medium,” he 
says. “Where would we be without pottery? 
No stew! No lobster bisque! Not to mention 
history: Civilizations for a long time have 
been judged by the quality of their pottery 
and identified by the design of their pottery.”
 Davis’ appreciation for clay and pottery 
started at the University of South Carolina, 
where, as an art major, he took the school’s 
first ceramics course and quickly learned 
that pottery was about more than just 
technique and training.

 “You can get the technique down, but 
if you can’t visualize the form – if you 
can’t feel the center of mass and see its 
beginning and its end – your pot will never 
mean anything,” says Davis, who went on 
to teach ceramics at USC and the Richland 
Arts School while curating at the Columbia 
Museum of Art in the 1970s. “It’s very 
difficult to teach. People who can see the 
form in clay – you don’t have to tell them – 
they can just visualize it. That gives them a 
big leg up.”
 As it turns out, an eye for form might 
just give you a leg up in landscaping, as  
well. At least that’s how it worked out 
for Davis, whose creative focus eventually 
moved outside.
 “As a landscape designer, I visualize 
things from overhead, and I’ve found that if 
it looks good in the drawing, it’ll look good 
in the garden,” he says. “The colors, the 
mass, the texture, the lines: It helps to have 
an eye for these things.”
 Whether he’s working in a flower bed, at 
the potter’s wheel or at his easel, for Davis, 
it’s all about letting the unique properties of 
his medium speak for itself.
 “I get a great joy of manipulating paint 
and color and I try to let the color take on 
movement in my paintings,” says Davis, who 
primarily uses acrylics. “There’s no message 
there except color. I’d like people to say, 

‘Oh, what nice color.’ Maybe it’ll brighten 
up their day a bit. But color is always the 
big message.”
 The “big message” in his pottery may 
not be quite as vibrant, but it is just as 
straightforward, subtle and striking.
 “The two things I like about how I do 
clay are: One, I like the material to show 
through, and two, I want the process to 
show through,” says Davis. “That’s what I 
want people to see when they look at my 
pottery: material and process.”
 In other words, Davis wants us to see 
the organic art within the elements and the 
creative potential that emerges at the hands 
of man. And, while we can’t all have an eye 
for these things, we can all recognize talent 
when we see it. 

John Davis’ goblets, vases, platters and other pottery and 
sculpture are on display at Sparks Studios, 12 Hagood Ave.  
For more information, visit sparkstudiosandgallery.com.

has moved into 7 and 9 College Way. 

All contact information is the same. 

Program has moved to 7 College 

Way, rooms 100 and 101. All contact 

information remains the same. 

program staff has moved into 14 

Coming Street. The new phone 

number is 953.6690; the new fax 

number is 953.6694.

AKA: Crinum asiaticum, grand crinum, 

giant lily, spider lily, St. John’s lily.

ON CAMPUS: Found in the Lauretta 

Goodall-Guenveur Garden, 57 Coming 

Street, both now and in the early 1930s 

DESCRIPTION: This hardy, carefree 

plant blooms repeatedly throughout 

the year, producing dramatic, fragrant 

flowers that attract bees, butterflies, 

birds and florists. Its thick, fleshy 

leaves usually stay green year round.
WHERE TO PLANT: Plant bulbs in full 

sun or partial shade.

The Division of Marketing and 

Communications will soon distribute 

the College’s first brand manual, which 

includes guidelines governing the proper and consistent use of the 

College’s brand story, key messages, visual identity, wordmark, 

colors and typefaces. The manual will explain how to apply these 

guidelines to print materials, websites, signage, stationery and 

other communications materials. It also includes a comprehensive 

style guide to ensure that written materials are accurate and 

consistent. The manual is designed to be a toolkit for departments, 

offices and programs to use to achieve their communications and 

marketing goals while, at the same time, clearly communicating 

that each unit of the College is part of a strong, cohesive, first-

class institution of higher learning.

 Once the brand manual is released, campuswide branding 

and marketing seminars will be offered to assist with the 

implementation of the brand and visual identity standards. Watch 

for more information about these seminars in the coming weeks.


